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THE CALIFORNIA BEEF COUNCIL

WALT RODMAN AWARD


Recognizing Excellence in Beef Promotion
2014 ENTRY GUIDELINES

ABOUT THE CONTEST

The Walt Rodman Award was established in 1982 to recognize outstanding beef promotion programs executed by California CattleWomen county units. Named in honor of long-time California Beef Council executive director Walt Rodman, who led the organization from 1957 until 1971, this award is intended to reward the innovative efforts by CattleWomen to share beef’s story with the public and enhance beef’s overall image. All county units participating in the contest receive a cash award to help offset the costs of their promotion efforts, which can be used in the manner of their choosing. 
ENTRY

Each unit may submit one entry; submitting more than one entry may result in disqualification from the contest. Entries will be judged based on four weighted criteria: overall concept, project description, project execution, and adaptability to other counties or units. (See judging details for more information.) Please limit your entry to five pages, not including the entry form. Additional material, such as photos, news releases, media coverage, or other publicity materials, may also be included to demonstrate the effectiveness or success of the program. 
This year, the entries will be on display at the CCA/CCW convention in Sparks, Nevada to foster idea-sharing between county units. If you do not want your unit’s entry to be on display at the convention, please indicate so on your entry. 
THE AWARD

First place and runner-up winners will be announced at the California CattleWomen Annual Awards Breakfast held during the CCA/CCW Annual Convention in November 2014. The first place unit will receive $400 and be added to the Walt Rodman Award commemorative plaque on display in the CBC office, and the runner-up will receive $200. All units that enter the contest will receive a $50 award and a certificate. Only complete entries – which include a signed entry form and a typed entry providing detail on each of the four judging categories, along with any supplemental material the unit wishes to enter – will qualify.  
2014 ENTRY GUIDELINES, Continued
JUDGING CRITERIA

Judges with expertise in communications, marketing and promotion will review each entry and score them based on four general categories: concept, description, execution and results, and adaptability. Provided below are guidelines on the information to be provided in each category, as well as the weight each category will have on the judging process. 
1. Concept





25%

Describe the project’s theme and overall objective, including information about why the unit chose the project. Also include what makes the project’s objective uniquely helpful in promoting beef and sharing the beef community’s story. 
2. Description





25%

Provide a detailed description of the project, including specific project components, location or venue (if applicable), materials created or used in the project, and how beef was highlighted or promoted. Be sure to highlight any aspects of the project that are unique or specific to this promotion, or that have not been previously executed by the unit.
3. Execution and Results



35%

Provide measurements that help demonstrate how this project was successful. Examples include number of individuals reached, number of participants, amount of beef served (if it was a tasting event), media or news coverage and its potential reach, and any other objective measurements that show the project’s impact. Feedback from consumers or participants is also helpful to describe. Include photos, publicity materials, and/or any news coverage generated by the project to support this section.



4. Adaptability





15%

Include information that indicates what was needed for the successful execution of the promotional effort. For example, number of volunteers involved, the approximate number of hours involved, project budget, facilities or other special requirements, specific materials that were needed, and anything else involved that helps describe what is required to conduct such a project or event should be included.  
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